
	  	   	   	  

    
Mission: Showcasing Great Women, Inspiring All 

HISTORY 
• A non-profit organization founded in 1969 by an all-volunteer group of people whose idea and goal was to 

recognize American women of achievement and positive influence by honoring their life and contributions 
in a permanent location in Seneca Falls, the birthplace of Women's Rights in the United States and where 
the first Women's Rights Convention was held in 1848. 

• The first induction ceremony was held at Eisenhower College on August 26, 1973, inducting 20 honorees 
that first year. 

• The Hall moved to its current location at 76 Fall Street in 1979.  
VISION 

• Become an interdisciplinary thought center 
• Fulfill a demand for and interest in women’s history; contribute to national dialogue  
• Serve as a regional catalyst for programmatic collaborations 
• Create new opportunities for today’s scholars and businesswomen  
• Have educational, historical and economic impact 
• To complete rehabilitation of the historic 1844 Seneca Knitting Mill as a permanent home for the Hall by 

2020.   Grant and community support has supported first phase of rehabilitation with the goal to move to 
the first floor of the limestone building by end of 2018 and to assume full occupancy by 2020. 

INDUCTION INTO THE HALL OF FAME  
• A formal induction ceremony held every two years, with 8 to 12 women inducted each time. 
• There are currently 266 Inductees.  Ten women will be inducted September 16, 2017. 
• The general public nominates inductees.  About 200 nominations are received for each Induction.  An 

independent national panel of experts adjudicates nominations.  Scores are then statistically tabulated, 
reviewed by the Induction Committee, and invitations are extended to top scoring nominees. 

• If the potential inductee is living and accepts the nomination, they attend the Hall Induction ceremony in 
Seneca Falls to receive their honor.  If a potential inductee is deceased, family members are invited to accept 
the honor on their behalf. 

• Book of Lives and Legacies 
•  For a nominal fee, anyone can honor a woman with permanent recognition in the Hall. 
• A plaque is given to the honoree, and a second plaque is on permanent display at the Hall. 

PROGRAMMING AND OUTREACH 
• Conversations with Great Women series:  Held around the United States and invites inductees to share their 

stories in small settings, enabling attendees to meet them personally and ask questions. 
• Exhibits on Inductees; future expanded exhibit space for special exhibits 
• Regional outreach to educators and schoolchildren. 
• Oral History Project /Curriculum Development:  Interviews with Inductees are videotaped and become part 

of our curriculum development for schools. 
• Joint activities with many organizations including the National Park Service Women's Rights National 

Historical Park and the Susan B Anthony House, as well as participation in the biennial "Seneca Falls 
Dialogues" and the annual Convention Days celebration. 

www.womenofthehall.org 


