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Groundbreaking
On May 7, 2014, almost 200 people gathered at the Seneca Knitting Mill in Seneca
Falls, New York, to celebrate the groundbreaking for the adaptive rehabilitation
of this building which will be transformed into the Center for Great Women,
the new home of the National Women’s
Hall of Fame. Work to be completed in
2014, which began that day, includes
abatement, stabilization, and a new roof.
Attendees included two members of
Governor Cuomo’s cabinet – RoAnn
Destito, Commissioner of the Office of
General Services and Brian Stratton,
Director, New York State Canal Corporation. Dignitaries included Don Earle,
Seneca Falls Town Supervisor; Menzo
Case, President, Generations Bank; Inductee Allie Latimer; and representatives
from the offices of Senator Schumer,
Senator Gillibrand, Representative
Slaughter, Assembly Minority Leader
Kolb, and State Senator Nozzolio.
Governor Cuomo’s office issued the press
release for the event. We thank the sponsors of the groundbreaking event: MRB
Group, Corning Incorporated Foundation, Generations Bank, ITT, Seneca
Meadows, and Great Western Champagne. In a very exciting development,
the Town of Seneca Falls presented a
very generous gift of $250,000 to the Hall
in support of the project. Following the
groundbreaking, a reception was held at
the Gould Hotel.

Jeanne Giovannini after breaking the ceremonial bottle of champagne on the Mill building.

Groundbreaking crew (left to right): Brian Stratton (Director, New York State Canal
Corporation), Don Earle (Supervisor, Town of Seneca Falls), RoAnn Destito (Commissioner
of the Office of General Services), Jill Tietjen (Hall President), Jeanne Giovannini (Hall
Vice President), Menzo Case (President, Generations Bank), Joan Grela (representing
State Senator Nozzolio), Emily Palumbos (representing State Assembly Minority Leader
Brian Kolb), Sarah Clark (representing US Senator Gillibrand), Kaleigh Corgan Benedict
(representing US Senator Schumer)

Left: Seneca Falls Town Supervisor Don Earle presents a $250,000 check to Jill Tietjen
and Jeanne Giovannini, and Right: RoAnn Destito, Commissioner of the Office of General
Services, Jill Tietjen, Jeanne Giovannini, and Menzo Case, President of Generations Bank,
prepare for Groundbreaking

Grants from the following have been received in support of the project to date:
• National Park Service Save America’s Treasures grant
• Empire State Development Restore New York grant
• New York State Environmental Protection Fund, three grants administered by
the Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation
• New York State Canal Corporation grant under the New York State Thruway Authority
• Rochester Area Community Foundation
• Town of Seneca Falls
Many individual donors also contributed the funds that allowed the Mill project to
move forward. We are deeply grateful to all of them.

Conversations with Great Women – Sacramento
The Hall, in association with the McGeorge
School of Law at the University of the
Pacific, was delighted to host a Conversation with Great Women in Sacramento,
California.
The Conversation featured two Hall Inductees, Dr. Sylvia Earle and Dr. Judith Pipher,
and the Provost of the University of the
Pacific, Dr. Maria Pallavicini. The moderator
for the conversation was The Honorable
Allison Claire, of the United States District
Court of the Eastern District of California.
The audience was spellbound throughout
the almost two hour discussion which
touched on all aspects of the panelists’ lives
and provided amazing stories of passion,
determination, and persistence.
Dr. Maria Pallavicini, The Honorable Allison Claire, Inductee Dr. Sylvia Earle, Inductee
and Hall Board Member Dr. Judith Pipher, Hall Board Member Mary-Beth Moylan

A question from the audience
Audience and panel interaction

Google Cultural Institute in Conjunction
with Google Connected Classroom
The Hall’s “Showcasing Great Moms” exhibit premiered on the Google Cultural Institute for Mother’s Day, May 11, 2014.
The exhibit features Inductees who are also mothers. Enjoy this exhibit at: www.google.com/culturalinstitute/ exhibit/
showcasing-great-moms/QQv7Tp9Z?projectId=women-in-culture
This exhibit was developed in association with a Google Connected Classroom titled “Amazing Moms Through History.” Board President Jill Tietjen worked with two classes, one in North Carolina and one in Florida, who researched
the Great Moms and learned how their mothers were like the Moms Through History. The Classroom can be viewed at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Ura6tobtZY

New Board Members

Board of Directors 2014
President
Jill S. Tietjen, P.E.
Vice President
Jeanne M. Giovannini
Secretary
Rona Carr
Treasurer
Marianne O’Connor
Immediate Past Co-Presidents
Beverly P. Ryder
Beth Quillen Thomas
Dr. Betty M. Bayer
Kate Bennett
Marilyn P. Bero
Dr. G. Lansing Blackshaw
Barbara DeBaptiste
Virginia DeJohn
Jeanne Baker Driscoll
Rachelle M. Franklin
Margaret Gan
Eileen S. Hartmann
Barbara Janowitz
Audrey L. Johnson
Robert E. Kernan, Jr.
Kate Beale Maguire
Marie McKee
Mary-Beth Moylan
Dr. Judith L. Pipher*
Dr. Tanesha D.H. Pittman
Dr. Sujatha Ramanujan
Ellen Riddleberger
Carol E. Scott
Sharon P. Stiller
Emerita
Nan Johnson
*National Women’s Hall of Fame Inductee

Staff
Hall Administrator
Pat Alnes

Betty Bayer is professor of Women’s Studies at Hobart and William Smith Colleges,
where she has taught courses in women’s history, feminist theory and history of
psychology, peace and ecofeminism since 1992. She has published two books, and a
number of journal articles. Recognized for her outstanding teaching ability, Bayer received the Colleges’ prestigious Distinguished Faculty Teaching Award in 2004 and the
Community Service Award in 2009. She has served as the chair of the Women Studies
Program since 2001 and directed the Fisher Center for the Study of Women and Men
from 2002 to 2009. Bayer earned her Ph.D., M.A. and B.A. in psychology from Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada. Bayer is a member of the board of the Friends of the
Women’s Rights National Historical Park, and oversees the biannual conference Seneca
Falls Dialogues.
Sharon Stiller is an attorney and partner and director of the Employment Law Practice
at Abrams, Fensterman, Fensterman, Eisman, Formato, Ferrara & Wolf, LLP, in Rochester, NY. She is a fellow of the prestigious College of Labor and Employment Lawyers,
and the author of two treatises on employment law. Stiller has been appointed to
the American Arbitration Association Panel of Neutrals for Employment Law and was
recently selected by her peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America® 2013 and
2014 and selected to the inaugural list of Top Women in Law by The Daily Record.
She serves on a number of Boards of Directors, including ACT Rochester, Habitat for
Humanity, United Way, and Rochester Community Baseball.

Board Members are Honored
Congratulations to Board Members Ginny DeJohn and Bob Kernan!
Virginia (Ginny) De John was named the 2013 Woman of the Year by the Seneca Falls
Women’s Coalition. Ginny was honored at a dinner in March 2014. Resolution K8622013, adopted by the New York State Legislature in February 2014, reads in part: “Virginia DeJohn has given not only of her time and energies but also of her competence,
intelligence and leadership and consequently has been designated for special honor
. . .A strong member of her community, Virginia DeJohn is the longest seated board
member for the National Women’s Hall of Fame . . . This extraordinary woman has
been called upon to contribute her time and talents to countless civic and charitable
endeavors and has always given of herself unstintingly. . .”
Bob Kernan received Generations Bank’s Partnership Award which recognizes an
individual affiliated with the bank who has shown a commitment to achieve the best
results for the bank’s customers and community through an extraordinary effort. On
the occasion of this award, the citation read in part: “The National Women’s Hall of
Fame achieved a milestone this past year, raising sufficient matching funds for grants
needed to cover the $1.2 million Phase I and Phase II costs associated with the renovation of the Seneca Knitting Mill, the future home of the Hall. One of the key factors in
achieving the objectives was the direct involvement of our Board Chair, Mr. Robert E.
Kernan. He was called on to approach local municipalities, businesses and individuals
to present an opportunity to contribute to the cause – creating a unique destination in
Seneca Falls to showcase and to commemorate the contributions of great women. . .”

Operations Assistant
Irene Kelly
Volunteer Museum Docents
Deborah Driscoll
Adriene Emmo

The National Women’s Hall of Fame
supports responsible forest management.

Corporate Roundtable
The Simon School of Business at the
University of Rochester was the host of
the Hall’s first Corporate Roundtable.
Conceived jointly with ITT Corporation,
the roundtable, held on March 29, was
titled “Career Navigation for Women:
Clearing Hurdles Through Mentoring.”
The roundtable succeeded in bringing
together women in leadership positions
and young women beginning in their
careers to further the Hall’s goal of promoting learning for future generations.
Participants at the roundtable explored
various avenues to successful careers,
focusing on mentoring. Dean Mark
Zupan of the Simon Business School
provided a warm welcome to the
attendees, followed by opening remarks
by Hall President Jill Tietjen who
reflected on her experience as an
engineer. Keynote panelists made
presentations on their experiences
in science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM) careers and/or their
mentoring experiences. During the two
breakout sessions, participants shared
experiences and solutions.

Facilitated Breakout Session, Rona Carr (Facilitator) with Judy Pipher (Inductee),
members of the Board of Directors, National Women’s Hall of Fame

Testimonial from a student attendee:
It was a powerful experience from
which each and every one of us left
with an element that touched them
personally.

Facilitated Breakout Session, Gwen Mazza

Testimonial from a professional woman
attendee: It was a great experience to
hear from the successful and knowledgeable women. . . I am sure the students
learned a lot. . . . I took away a number of
tips myself!

Jill Tietjen, President, Board of Directors, National
Women’s Hall of Fame

SAVE THE DATE!
Mark your calendars!

2015

Induction Weekend

October 2-4

We look forward to seeing everyone there!

In Memoriam
The National Women’s Hall of Fame mourns the passing of three Inductees during 2014:

Maya Angelou (1928-2014)
Through her powerful writings, Maya Angelou inspired generations of women, African
Americans and all people who struggle to overcome prejudice, discrimination and
abuse. Her diverse career included being the first black streetcar conductor in San
Francisco. In the 1960s, Angelou began to focus on her writing and, in 1970, her first
autobiographical work, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, became a best seller and was
nominated for a National Book Award. Angelou’s writings have altered society for the
better, bringing greater diversity into the theater and literature. Her autobiographical
works provide powerful insights into the evolution of black women in the 20th century.
In 1971, she became the first black woman to have a screenplay produced as a film –
Georgia, Georgia. Her writings brought her numerous awards. She wrote a poem which
she read at President Bill Clinton’s inauguration. In 2011, she received the Presidential
Medal of Freedom from President Barack Obama.

Karen DeCrow (1937-2014)
A nationally recognized attorney, author and activist, Karen DeCrow was one of the
most celebrated leaders of the women’s movement. 1967 saw Karen ascend to the
presidency of the Syracuse, New York, chapter of the National Organization for Women
(NOW). In 1974, she was elected National President of NOW, serving in that capacity for
two terms. During DeCrow’s tenure as President of NOW, the organization embarked
on important initiatives including achieving non-governmental status with the United
Nations, supporting the first ordination of eleven Episcopal women, persuading the
federal government to include sex discrimination in the Fair Housing Law, and instituting highly publicized and successful discrimination actions against Sears and AT&T.
She devoted her legal career to cases promoting gender equality, eliminating age
discrimination and protecting civil liberties. She wrote numerous books and articles
and was recognized as a noted lecturer worldwide for her expertise on topics including
law, feminism, politics, civil rights, parental rights and the ERA. In 1988, she co-founded
World Women Watch.

Stephanie Kwolek (1923-2014)
The inventor of Kevlar (1965), chemist Stephanie Kwolek is credited with saving hundreds of lives through her invention. The polymer is five times as strong as steel and is
used in over 200 products including bulletproof vests, boats, airplanes, sporting equipment, and gloves for lumberjacks and butchers. When Kwolek was inducted into the
National Inventor’s Hall of Fame, she was escorted to the stage by a policeman whose
bulletproof vest had saved his life. A recipient of the National Medal of Technology
(1996) and an inductee into the Engineering and Science Hall of Fame, Kwolek won the
1999 Lemelson-MIT Lifetime Achievement Award, and the American Innovator Award.
Her most recent honor was induction into the Hall of Fame of Delaware Women (2014).
A woman who originally planned to pursue a career in medicine, Kwolek’ s chemical
research career at DuPont spanned over four decades. She actively mentored other
women and contributed to the science education of young children.

76 Fall Street
Post Office Box 335
Seneca Falls, NY 13148
greatwomen.org

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID

SENECA FALLS, NY
PERMIT #4

Membership
Honoring great women is most visible during our induction ceremony, but it is a quest we want to support every day.
Your membership in the National Women’s Hall of Fame is pivotal to progress and to keeping the Hall open for the
public to view the faces and accomplishments of the women currently awarded a distinguished place in history. Your
support enables us to continue to showcase great women and inspire all.
During this exciting time of new developments for the Hall, we want to ensure that you are kept aware of advances
being made on all fronts and of activities being planned. One method of staying connected available to you is through
your membership.
There are many opportunities for showing your support and the current categories are:
Student/Senior: $15
Individual: $25
Family: $50
Supporter: $100
Friend: $250
Initiator: $500
Ambassador: $1000
Visionary: $2500
Lifetime: $5000
More information is available on the greatwomen.org site and the options to start or renew your membership online
or through the U.S. Mail will bring you up to date with your membership. The address for mailed membership is:
National Women’s Hall of Fame
76 Fall Street
Post Office Box 335
Seneca Falls, NY 13148
Contact Hall Administrator Pat Alnes at admin@greatwomen.org or 1-315-568-8060 for additional information.
Your membership support enables us to keep the Hall a location that advocates for women, inspires all who enter, and
provides a portal for envisioning greatness.

greatwomen.org

